
Welcome to the Annual  JOP Newsletter

With heartfelt gratitude, we thank you for standing beside the Jamaica Outreach Program in our
mission to bring hope, healing, and opportunity to those in need. 

Your generosity continues to touch lives across Jamaica — from improving access to vision, medical
and dental care to supporting education and community development. Every act of kindness, every
donation, and every prayer helps us extend love and compassion to those who need it most.

As a direct result of your generosity, we’re proud to share some of the meaningful ways JOP has
made an impact this past fiscal year — a testament to what faith and service can accomplish
together. May God bless you for your continued support. 

·     $24,700 in food support for Montego Bay and Kingston’s poor. 
·     400+ students received aid for tuition, supplies, books, uniforms, lunches & transportation. 
·     17 housing units were built for the poor & hurricane repairs were funded. 
·     8 mission trips were staffed by 52 volunteers. 
·     883 patients received dental care.  
·     222 patients were treated or screened at medical health fairs. 
·     411 patients received eye exams, 312 received eyeglasses, and 21 had cataract surgery. 

Together, these efforts reflect the heart of JOP’s mission — bringing hope, dignity, and opportunity
to those who need it most. Read on to discover all the exciting ways your generosity has helped JOP
make a difference this past fiscal year.

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 
“Jamaica Outreach Program (JOP) is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) public charity whose mission is to help the poor in

Jamaica. JOP provides love, respect, funds, goods, and services for health care, education, and basic support to
improve the lives of the poor in Jamaica without regard to religious affiliation, personal history, gender, age, or race.”

Mark Your Calendars! The beloved Jamaica Choir is returning February 14-15, 2026! Get ready to
experience the uplifting voices and joyful spirit that have inspired so many. 

Jamaica Outreach Program
Since 1997

Jop Board 
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Financials
Thanks to your incredible support, the Jamaica Outreach Program continues to thrive and

grow. Every contribution - large or small - helps bring hope, healing, and opportunity to those
in need.  We take great care in using your gifts wisely and effectively, ensuring that the

majority of every dollar goes directly to programs that change lives.
 

Below is a summary of our f inancials, highlighting how your generosity 
made a difference this past f iscal year.

Your generosity helps bring hope, care, and
opportunity to communities across Jamaica.

Scan the QR code below or go to
www.JamaicaOutreach.org/give to make a

donation to the Jamaica Outreach Program.

Scan Me 

http://www.jamaicaoutreach.org/give
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JOP delivered dental care to over 1,600 individuals, including 1,095 students across Jamaica’s
underserved communities of St. Pius in Kingston to Seaford Town, Westmoreland. Despite storms
and equipment hurdles, four dedicated teams ensured urgent and preventive care with
professionalism and compassion. 

We celebrated major milestones this year:
50th mission since 2011, marking sustained partnerships.
First collaboration with Jamaican dental students under direct supervision, strengthening local
ties and expanding future volunteer opportunities.

School-based care grew meaningfully, introducing many children to their first dental treatments.
SDF, sealants, and education empowered students with lasting oral hygiene habits.

Looking Ahead: We rely on donor support to replenish high-consumption supplies (oral hygiene
kits, SDF, PPE, restoratives, surgical instruments) and upgraded equipment (cordless polishers,
curing lights, ultrasonic scalers). Infrastructure needs like electrical repairs and basic carpentry will
enhance mission efficiency. If you’d like to help support a specific need, please contact: Michele
LaBasi – michele@jamaicaoutreach.org. 

Michele LaBasi, MEd, RDH

DENTAL REPORT 

mailto:michele@jamaicaoutreach.org


4

Thanks to your support, our dedicated medical team cared for 222 patients during this past fiscal
year  — each one with a story, a struggle, and a renewed sense of hope.

Among the many patients seen, one man arrived in the midst of a sickle cell anemia crisis,
suffering from extreme pain and dehydration. Although the team lacked IV fluids onsite, they
administered an injection of Toradol for pain relief, while the Sisters quickly found a volunteer
driver to rush him to the nearest hospital. Dr. Vento treated a three-year-old girl with a head
laceration, and Jarred, an EMT, performed three EKGs using Sister Rita’s machine. Two of those
tests revealed abnormalities, and the patients were referred for cardiology care — no small
journey, given the distance to the nearest hospital.

The team also cared for two prior amputees with infections at their amputation sites, providing
wound care and needed medication. Several patients came in struggling to breathe, likely due
to Sahara sand clouds that had swept across the island the week before, worsening allergy and
asthma symptoms. Each was given nebulizer treatments and monitored closely until their
breathing improved. For some, home nebulizers and medication were provided so they could
continue recovery after the clinic.

Every mission is a reminder of how far your generosity reaches — bringing comfort, healing, and
dignity to those in need. The team is already preparing for its next medical mission in November
2025, with faith, compassion, and gratitude guiding every step.

For more information about Medical please contact jtvmd@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Dr. Joe Vento & Loretta Vento 

MEDICAL REPORT 
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JOP continues to help feed the poor in Jamaica with over $24,700
granted to Kingston and Montego Bay regions. These grants continue
to support St. Anne’s Food Program, St. Benedict Women of Mercy
Soup Kitchen and the Love in Action Soup Kitchen. Our ability to help
these people is made possible by the support of our donors and St.
John The Evangelist Catholic Church.

For more information about Food & Goods please contact
jeff@jamaicaoutreach.org.

Jeff Meyerson

FOOD & GOODS

HOUSING  REPORT 
Jeff Meyerson

The need for housing is an ongoing concern in Jamaica. And, with the support from donors, St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church and Food for the Poor, JOP was able to build 17 new homes. If you would like
to be part of the program, the cost of a new house is $12,300. These homes are life-changing for the
people who receive them and include everything a family will need.  If the $12,300 price for a home is too
much for one donor, JOP will combine two $6,150 donations to build a house.

For more information about Housing please contact  jeff@jamaicaoutreach.org.
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It’s been a busy and inspiring year for the vision care team! 

Our annual eyeglass mission kicked off in October 2024, led by Paul Connor, with Dr. Tom Kelly
and Peggy Johnson. The team first traveled to Seafordtown, a remote mountain parish south of
Montego Bay, where they completed 125 eye exams and filled prescriptions for new glasses. They
then traveled to St. Pius Church and joined another eyecare team, also performing over a 125
exams, and identified future cataract surgery candidates.

In May 2025, Dr. Jeffrey Zimm led a surgical mission in Kingston, performing over 20 cataract
surgeries — continuing his long tradition of service with JOP. Most recently, in September 2025,
Dr. Steve Smith and his team returned to St. Pius Church, providing 111 exams and consulting with
additional patients on eye health needs. 

The Jamaica Outreach Program continues to enhance its care, adding two new digital acuity
charts for clearer, more accurate exams. Thanks to our dedicated volunteers and supporters, the
gift of sight continues to reach more people each year!

For more information about VIsion Care please contact weyes@neo.rr.com. 

Paul Connor 

VISION CARE  



Over 400 students received JOP assistance for books, tuition, fees,
uniforms and lunch. In addition to covering expenses for students, grants
are also given to cover salaries for teachers and teaching materials for
classrooms. Our primary focus is the DuPont Primary School and Marcus
Garvey Basic School in Kingston and St. Mary Basic School and Msgr
Gladstone Wilson Boys' School in Montego Bay.  

For more information about Education please contact
edu@jamaicaoutreach.org. 
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EDUCATION REPORT 
Jeff Meyerson



JAMAICA OUTREACH PROGRAM To Make a Donation or Bequest: 

P.O. Box 110581
Naples, FL 34108-0110 

Email: info@jamaicaoutreach.org
 + 1 239-325-2103 

www.JamaicaOutreach.org

Mail your check or credit card information to the
address at left, call/email us or access our website

at www.JamaicaOutreach.org.
Our Federal Tax ID is 20-8041251. We also accept

gifts of securities directly. Our account is handled
by Ciccarelli Advisory Services, Pershing DTC

#0443,  Acct # A6G042795.

Message from Jamaica

Dear Friends of the Jamaica Outreach Program and members of 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church, 

Peace be with you!  On behalf of the many lives you continue to touch across the three dioceses of
Jamaica: Kingston, Montego Bay, and Mandeville, please accept our heartfelt gratitude for your
unwavering generosity and compassion. 

Your outreach in education, food assistance, medical, optical, and dental care has brought genuine
hope and comfort to countless individuals who might otherwise have been left without support. 

Mr Wayne Dyer once reminded us that “the measure of your life will not be in what you
accumulate, but in what you give away.”  Through your generous giving, you not only provide
tangible help but also affirm the dignity and worth of every person you serve. As Mr Alan Watts
beautifully said, “We are not isolated beings, but waves of the same ocean.” Through your service,
an ocean of kindness continues to flow through our communities, uplifting children, families, and
the elderly alike.

May your work remain guided by compassion, strengthened by faith, and blessed with joy. Ronald
Rolheiser reminds us, “A generous heart never runs dry.” Your witness shows that love in action is
indeed the most powerful form of grace. 

Yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Kenneth D. Richards, DD, CD.
Archbishop of Kingston

FL registration # CH35318.A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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Thanks for your support! 

http://www.jamaicaoutreach.org/

